
 

Winter Airline Service Gets 20 Percent Boost 
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Air Service Returns to Pre-2008 Levels 

WESTERN SAN JUANS – Thanks to a record year of visitors to the region, a detailed growth 

program drafted by Colorado Flights Alliance and an overall stabilization of the airline industry, 

the Montrose Regional Airport will see a 20 percent increase in the number of airline seats this 

winter. They include new service from San Francisco, the return of service from Phoenix-Sky 

Harbor, and a doubling of the number of direct flights from New York/Newark. 

The increased air service into the region is yet another indicator of a strengthening economy, as 

the number of the seats coming into the region now matches the number of seats coming into the 

region before the Great Recession took hold in 2008. 

“We are definitely excited about the additional flights and the amount of growth,” says Colorado 

Flights Alliance Chief Operating Officer Matt Skinner. CFA works to attract and retain air 

service into the region. “We took a very hard look at our markets and brought a fully analyzed 

and detailed growth program to the airlines. Right now we are just about even with the most 

number of seats this organization has ever brought in and we are back at those [pre-2008] 

levels.” 

New this year, United Airlines will begin twice-weekly service from San Francisco to Montrose 

(MTJ), and U.S. Airways/American will add twice-weekly service from Phoenix to MTJ. 

Flights from Dallas-Ft. Worth will see a major addition, with the daily 76-seat CRJ 900, 

including a first class cabin, and two flights on Saturday. In addition to the existing Saturday 

service, flights from Newark to Montrose will now run on Sundays, as well. 

Skinner says CFA’s ability to dramatically increase the number of flights into the region this 

winter comes thanks to a combination of factors, including growing popularity in visiting 

Telluride (again ranked North America’s No. 1 Resort by Condé Nast Traveler Reader’s Poll). 

Other factors include the detailed planning of Colorado flights; with fuel costs and pilot 

availability stabilizing, the airline industry has stabilized as well. 

“The airlines have been much more willing partners over the last couple of years and have been 

looking to grow in different markets,” Skinner says. 
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Daily/multiple daily service returns from Denver, Chicago and Houston, plus Saturday/Sunday 

service from Los Angeles on United. Delta will offer daily flights over the Christmas/New 

Year’s holidays from Atlanta, and Saturday/Sunday through the rest of the season. 

Allegiant Air will also be returning to MTJ this winter, with flights on Wednesdays and 

Saturdays from Los Angeles and Phoenix-Mesa airport. 

“The resulting increase in direct economic impact should be significant for the destination and 

the region,” says Michael Martelon, CEO of the Telluride Tourism Board. 

While all of the increased number of seats coming into the region this winter are landing in MTJ, 

Skinner says the organization is continuing to work on getting regular commercial service back 

into the Telluride Regional Airport (TEX) following the discontinuing of service provided by 

Great Lakes. 

“It’s still a major challenge,” Skinner says. “There are no major airlines in the West that can land 

there except for Great Lakes, and they continue to face challenges. We will continue to explore 

any new developments.” 

And while the work to increase seats into TEX continues, Skinner says, the work to increase the 

number of seats into the entire region will continue, as well. 

“We will be looking to add between 15 and 20 percent more seats over the next two seasons.” 

 


