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More air service comes to Montrose
Most passengers who land in Montrose head to resorts in winter
By Collin McRann
Staff reporter
Published: Friday, September 5, 2014 6:07 AM CDT

The Montrose Regional Airport will see a jump in air service this winter with service to major airports
across the country.

On Wednesday, the Colorado Flights Alliance announced that this winter there will be a 20 percent
increase in flights landing in Montrose. The new flights will be coming from places such as Dallas-Fort
Worth and San Francisco. There will also be service returning from Phoenix-Sky Harbor and a doubling of
flights from New York/Newark. The flight schedules depend on the carriers, but most, if not all, of the
new service should be in place by ski season. Colorado Flights COO Matt Skinner said the goal this year
was to be aggressive with getting more flights.

“We’re just about even with the most seats and the largest amount of service that this organization has
brought in historically,” Skinner said. “We’re very excited to be back to that level, and we’re about a
year ahead of where we had targeted with that.”          

According to CFA, this year United will begin twice-weekly service from San Francisco and US
Airways/American will add twice-weekly service from Phoenix. Flights from Dallas/Fort Worth will to see
an addition with a daily 76-seat CRJ 900 landing in Montrose, which includes a first-class cabin and two
flights on Saturday. There are also Newark flights that will run on Sundays in addition to the historic
Saturday service.

And as always, there are several flights a day from Denver, Chicago and Houston with an addition of
Saturday and Sunday service from Los Angeles on United. Delta will offer daily flights over the
Christmas/New Year’s holidays from Atlanta as well as on Saturdays and Sundays throughout the winter
season.

Returning for its third year, low-cost carrier Allegiant will again fly on Wednesdays and Saturdays to MTJ
from Los Angeles and Phoenix-Mesa.

“We look forward to the significant added access from our core and growing markets,” said Telluride Ski
& Golf Company President Greg Pack in a news release. “We already have the easiest ski town to get
around in, with our two free gondolas and free public transit system, so making it easier for our guests
to get here falls in line with our core strategy — make it easy for our guests.”

Skinner said about 90 percent of all flights coming into Montrose during the winter carry passengers who
are headed to resort destinations.

 For detailed schedule information, visit www.coloradoflights.org/schedule, or www.united.com, 
www.aa.com, www.usairways.com, www.delta.com and www.allegiantair.com.

“The resulting increase in direct economic impact should be significant for the destination and the
region,” said Michael Martelon, CEO of the Telluride Tourism Board in a news release.

Colorado Flights Alliance is a regional organization that uses its funds to guarantee and increase the
number of flights, mainly from Denver and a few other states, in order to promote the local economy.
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The guaranteed flights ensure airlines will break even or turn a profit; otherwise CFA will make up the
difference.
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