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Building greener
MV Council working on incentives for more efficient buildings
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The Town of Mountain Village is always looking for ways to reduce environmental impacts and now town
council is discussing the creation of possible incentives to build more efficient structures.

On Thursday town council held a work session to talk about the possibility of creating incentives in the
form of building permit rebates. As presented by town staff, the incentives would offer a builder up to a
100 percent building permit fee rebate depending on a building’s level of energy efficiency. A 100
percent fee rebate would apply for a building that has net zero energy consumption. Mayor Dan Jansen
said the council will likely hold another work session to discuss it.

He said at the moment the council appears to be split between two ideas. One is to raise permit fees for
structures that don’t meet energy standards. The other is a fee rebate plan for structures that strive to
be more energy efficient. 

“I think we kind of have a split council, but I think the overall goal is shared of ‘Let’s create more energy
efficient homes,’” Jansen said. “The question is: ‘How do we achieve that?’”

As presented to the council, the plan would create a framework that defines structures by their size and
energy usage. The plan utilizes the Home Energy Rating System (HERS), which rates different attributes
of a building. Everything from square footage to things like snow-melt systems are evaluated under
HERS.

According to town documents, the overall goal is to conserve energy by designing energy efficient
buildings, which is in line with the town’s carbon reduction goals. Currently the incentive plan is called
the Smart Building Program. Documents state town staff think the incentives, as presented on Thursday,
are a good option to conserve energy. However, to move forward the council would have to approve an
ordinance.

“My guess is we’re probably one or two meetings away from a first reading of an ordinance,” Jansen
said. “It could be as soon as the next one, but I’m guessing we need one more work session.”

As presented to the town, buildings with roofs designed to function without the need for snow-melt
systems, with snow and ice fall safety measures, would be eligible for a 20 percent building permit fee
discount. Buildings designed without features on the exterior that use energy other than lighting are
eligible for an additional 15 percent building permit fee discount. And buildings designed with a HERS
rating below 50 are eligible for building permit fee discounts. The rebates would apply differently
depending on which options are utilized.

For more information, visit  www.townofmountainvillage.com.   
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